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A view of Westminster Hall in the
Paiace of Westminster, London,
early 19th r€ntury.
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By the tiiue of the rediscol,'ery of the Roman larv in Europe in the rzth and r3th centuries, the
rommon lau'had already dei.,eloped far enougtr to prevent a Roman 1au, reception as it occurued on
the continsnl.[961 Holeyer, the first common larry scholars, most notably Glanvill and Bracton, as
rvell as the early royal common lal,v judges, had been well accustomed with Roman lau-. Often, they
were clerics trained in the Rornan canon 1s14'.[lz1 One of the first and t]rroughout its histCIry one o{
the rnost significant treatises of the common law, Bracton's De Legibus et Consuetudinibus
Angliae (On the Laws and Customs of England), was heavily influenced try the division of the lar+'
in Justinian's fnsdlulss.lu81 The impact of Roman law had decreased sharply after the age of
Bracton, but the Roman d.ivisions o1 actions into rn rem (t1pieally, actions against a tking or
property for the purpose of gaining title to that property; must be filed in a court w"trere the
property is located) and in person$m {typica}}y, actions directed against a person; these can affect
a person's rights and, since a person often otvns things, his propertl" too) used by Bracton had a
lasting effect and laid the groundwork far a return of Roman law structural concepts in the r8th
and rgth centuries. Signs of this can be found in Blackstone's Cormment*ries on the Laws oJ
England,{gg1 and Roman larn, ideas regained importance with the revir,,ai of acad.emic lar,l,schoo}s in
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a result, today, the main systematic divisions of the into propertv,
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Coke and Blackstone

The first attempt at a comprehensir,,e cornpilation of centuries of
Justice Edr,rard Coke, in his treatise, Institutes af the Lawes of Englandin century
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